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Houses assembled, as they still assemble, in the chapel,
ranging themselves on the benches round the walls.
The Vice-Chancellor has his seat on one side, the
preacher, with the two Proctors below him, sits
opposite; and there all sit in their robes, more or
less grand, according to the day, till the beadle comes
to announce that it is time to form the procession into
church. This desolate place Mr. Newman turned into
his lecture-room; in it he delivered the lectures which
afterwards became the volume on the Prophetical
Character of the Church, or Romanism and Popular
Protestantism; the lectures which formed the volume
on Justification; those on Antichrist^ and on Ration-
alism and the Canon of Scripture, which afterwards
became Nos. 83 and 85 of the Tracts for the Times}
The force, the boldness, the freedom from the tram-
mels of commonplace, the breadth of view and grasp
of the subject which marked those lectures, may be
seen in them still. But it is difficult to realise now
the interest with which they were heard at the time
by the first listeners to that clear and perfectly modu-
lated voice, opening to them fresh and original ways
of regarding questions which seemed worn out and
exhausted. The volumes which grew out of the
Adam de Brome lectures were some of the most
characteristic portions of the theological literature of
the early movement. They certainly greatly influenced

1 Romanism and Popular Protestantism, from 1834 to 1836,
published March 1837 ; Justification, after Easter 1837, piiblished
March 1838 ; Canon of Scripture, published May 1838 ; And-
ty published June 1838.